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Call for Papers 

 

In recent years, historians and translation scholars have progressively refined and 

intertwined their respective methods and approaches. The linguistic relationships that 

Europeans established with indigenous people in America cannot be compared with the 

translations between European languages; in the former case there were asymmetrical 

relations with people who did not possess a common conceptual framework such as that 

which had formed in Europe. As a consequence, European people believed that their duty 

was to explain rather than translate their ideas to local populations, and in some cases the 

transfer of ideas became an instrument for the colonization of indigenous people. But this is 

only one aspect of the transfer of European ideas in America. In general, Europeans had to 

adapt their ideas in the new context in which they lived, independently of their relationships 

with local populations. Just as the plants that the Europeans brought in America had to adapt 

to the new climates found there, so too were their ideas transplanted into the new American 

cultural climate, transforming themselves and taking new shapes. 



 

 

  Though translations are our central concern, we also call attention to the importance of the 

transplantation of ideas and institutions between Old and New World via the same language. 

For example, an economic instrument such as the censo consignativo, which was widely 

used in Renaissance Europe, was transplanted in the Mexican economic environment and 

conditioned its development. Concepts and abstract ideas were transplanted from the Old 

to the New World in French, English, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Dutch, and other 

languages, tracing cultural paths which deserve to be examined in their specificity. 

  As the heterogeneous populations that had moved to America acquired new identities, the 

displacement of concepts, as it has been described, became ever more articulated. From 

the Eighteenth century onwards, the stabilization of European languages in the Americas 

opened up a new phase, thanks also to the work done by European exiles and scholars who 

moved to the New World. One need only think of the role German scholars played in the 

university culture of the United States between Nineteenth and Twentieth centuries. The 

general process of transplantation of European Ideas in the Americas has led to a 

synchronization of the history of the Old and New Continents and to the creation of what we 

call Western history. 

  We invite proposals for papers which can help to shed light on the vast transplantation of 

European ideas in the Americas, paying particular attention to the methodological and 

theoretical aspects inherent in any analysis of this complex cultural movement. The 

members of the Scientific Committee and the organizers of the Conference to be held in 

Palermo in September 2024 aspire to create a space in which historians and translation 

scholars can meet themselves in fruitful ways; the conference will be the place for the 

creation of new approaches to history and translation or even, as recently argued, to history 

as translation. Indeed, historians and translators are invited to refine their methods and to 

intertwine their respective approaches, with the aim of reaching a new and more 

comprehensive knowledge of the process which led to the formation of Western history.  

 

Main thematic areas 

1. The Concept of Time in History and Translation 

2. Political Ideas: Intellectual History and Forms of Rule 

3. Economic Ideas: Authors, Translations, Institutions 

4. Religious and Cultural Encounters: Receptions and 

Misunderstandings 

5. Literature and Society: From Old to New Media. 

 



 

 

Submitting a proposal 

We welcome both individual papers as well as panel proposals.  

· Individual paper proposals should be ca 300 words long.  

· If you are interested in organising a thematic panel involving 3-4 papers, please submit a 

panel description (ca 200 words), panelists and their paper’s proposal (ca 300 words).  

All proposals should be accompanied by short bios (ca 100 words) of the presenters.  

Please, send all proposals to:   Europe.Americas2024@gmail.com   

For further information:   Europe.Americasinfo2024@gmail.com  

 

Deadlines 

· 31 September 2023: Opening of proposals.  

· 8 January 2024: Closing of proposals. 

· 31 March 2024: Acceptance of individual paper proposals and full panel proposals. 

· 10 April-15 May: Registration. 

· 31 July 2024: Full Programme. 

 

Key information 

The Conference will take place on the 18-21 September 2024 at Palermo University. The 

language of the conference is English. 

Participation fee is 160 euro (including coffee breaks, lunches/buffet and Friday plenary 

dinner). Certificate of attendance will be released. 

 

Scientific Committee: Karen Bennett (Nova University Lisbon), Peter Burke (Emmanuel 

College, Cambridge), Mauricio Coutinho (State University of Campinas, São Paulo), 

Valentina Favarò (University of Palermo), Javier Fernández Sebastián (University of the 

Basque Country, Bilbao), Umberto Gentiloni (Sapienza University of Rome), María Luz 

González Mezquita (National University of Mar del Plata), Helge Jordheim (University of 

Oslo), Gioacchino Lavanco (University of Palermo), Glory Liu (Johns Hopkins University, 

Baltimore), Manfredi Merluzzi (Roma Tre University), Daniele Monticelli (University of 

Tallinn), Antonio Álvarez Ossorio Alvariño (Autonomous University of Madrid), Maria Pia 

Paganelli (Trinity University, San Antonio), Maria Lúcia Pallares-Burke (Centre of Latin 

America Studies, Cambridge), Elías José Palti (National University of Buenos Aires), Chris 

Rundle (University of Bologna), Keith Tribe (University of Tartu). 

Scientific director: Luigi Alonzi (University of Palermo). 

 



 

 

Organizing Committee: Luigi Alonzi (University of Palermo), Gioacchino Lavanco 

(University of Palermo), Alessia Ceccarelli – director (Sapienza University of Rome), Blythe 

Alice Raviola (University of Milan). 

 

Organizing Secretary: Elena Amerio (Autonomous University of Madrid), Juanita Jaramillo 

Rozo (Sapienza University of Rome). 

 

The Conference is supported by: 

· University of Palermo 

· Sapienza University of Rome 

· Roma Tre University 

· University of Milan 

· Autonomous University of Madrid 

· National University of Mar del Plata 

· Department of Psychology, Educational Science and Human Movement (SPPEFF)  

  – University of Palermo 

· Humanistic Studies Department – Roma Tre University 

· Department of History Anthropology Religions Art History Media and Performing  

  Arts – Sapienza University of Rome 

· Department of Historical Studies – University of Milan 

· Centro Siciliano Sturzo (CeSS) 

· Centre of Latin American Studies of Cambridge (CLAS)  

· Centre for Intellectual History at the National University of Quilmes (Argentina) 

· History & Translation Network (HTN) 

· International Adam Smith Society (IASS) 

· History of Economics Society (HES) 

· Centre for English, Translation, and Anglo-Portuguese Studies (CETAPS) 

· Translation Matters (TM) 

· Red Columnaria (RC) 

· Loyalty Allegiance Consensus. Europe and Spanish Colonies in 18th century –  

  Italian National Research Programme (PRIN: 2022P3BXJT) 

· Change – PNRR 

· Republican Networks in Early Modern Europe  (Sapienza University of Rome) 

· Centro Studi Giovanni Botero. 


